
Town of Madrid 
Planning Board Minutes 

April 7, 2022 
 

 
 

Time: 6:30 
 
Attendees: Joe Finnegan Chr., Allen Kelly Sec., Wayne Day, Bruce Durant, Bill Hull, 
                     Tony Cooper Town Sup.,  
 
Others: Jim Geddis of Acer Solar, Mitch Quine of CS Energy. 
 
Minutes of the March meeting Motion By Bill Hull and seconded by Bruce Durant. The minutes 
were approved by a vote of unanimous consent. 
 
Minutes of the Public Hearing on the Acer Solar Project on the Cogswell Corners Road. A 
motion to approve those minutes was made by Bruce Durant and seconded by Wayne Day. 
The minutes for the Public Meeting were then approved by a vote of unanimous consent.  
 
Vote to adopt the parts 2 and 3 of the EAF which is part of the SEQRA for the Acer Project. 
A motion to make a Negative declaration on the SEQRA findings for the Acer Solar Project. 
The motion was made by Bruce Durant and seconded by Bill Hull. 
A vote was taken and the motion was approved by unanimous consent.  
 
Bill Hull made a motion to grant the Special Use Permit for the Acer Solar Project and  it was 
seconded Wayne Day. 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken on the decision on approval of the Acer Solar Project:  
 
Joe Yes 
 
Wayne Yes  
 
Bill Yes 
 
Bruce Yes 
 
Allen Yes 
 
The Acer Solar Project was approved by unanimous consent of the Board. This vote overrides 
the decision of the County Planning Board to deny the project. Due to this a majority plus one 
vote was required for approval. All members of the Town Planning Board were in agreement 
that the project should be allowed to move ahead.  



Although it is considered prime farmland, it can easily be restored to use as such following the 
deconstruction of the Solar Panels in the future. In addition to this fact, as a provision of 
approval of this project bonding to finance this restoration required to be in place to ensure 
that it will in fact occur. The land will generate far more tax revenue by virtue of the PILOT 
Agreement that will be in place once it is operational. It is believed it will be about $20,000 
annually that will be split between the County, The Town, and the School District. This is based 
upon other negotiations that have taken place in recent years where Pilots negotiated paid 
about $5,000 per megawatt of generated power. This project is projected to create about 4.1 
megawatts.  
 
Mitch Quine of CS Energy: 
 
Mr. Quine attended the meeting tonight to speak to the Board and explain that his company is 
currently looking at potential sites for large scale Solar Projects in the future.  
 
Explained the difference of sales of power from Commercial Power Projects. They do large scale 
projects with a minimum of 150 Acres. They are based in New Jersey and are currently looking 
at potential projects in the Madrid and Waddington areas.  
 
Note: The Madrid Town Board recently voted to place a moratorium on any other Solar Projects 
at this time. It is not currently clear to this writer how long that is in effect for.  
 
A motion to Adjourn was made by Bruce Durant and seconded by Bill Hull. 
The meeting was adjourned’ 
 
Time: 7:15 
 


